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w I N T R O D U C T I O N

I t w a s n o t l o n g a f t e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r m a l l y e n t e r e d

W o r l d W a r I I t h a t t h e G e r m a n s u b m a r i n e ( U - b o a t ) c a m p a i g n i n

t h e A t l a n t i c e x p a n d e d t o i n c l u d e t h e c o a s t a l w a t e r s o f t h e

U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n M a y 1 9 4 2 , t h e G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r , w h i c h

e x t e n d e d f r o m J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l o r i d a s o u t h t o K e y W e s t , a n d

w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e G u l f o f M e x i c o , h a d t h e m o s t s e v e r e l o s s e s

by submarine attack of any area in the Atlant ic Ocean;

forty-one ships displacing 219,867 gross tons were lost.̂
T h e G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r r a n k e d s e c o n d i n l o s s e s i n A t l a n t i c

a r e a s i n J u n e , 1 9 4 2 a n d w a s t h i r d i n J u l y, 1 9 4 2 w i t h l o s s e s

of twenty-one ships (91,277 gross tons) and s ixteen ships
2

(65 ,924 g ross t ons ) respec t i ve l y. O the r examp les o f t he

s e v e r i t y o f t h e U - b o a t t h r e a t w e r e t w o i n s t a n c e s o f G e r m a n

s u b m a r i n e s l a n d i n g s a b o t e u r s o n b e a c h e s i n t h e G u l f S e a

F r o n t i e r . U - 5 8 4 l a n d e d a p a r t y o n P o n t e Ve d r a B e a c h , n e a r
3

J a c k s o n v i l l e , o n o r a b o u t 1 7 J u n e 1 9 4 2 . A s e c o n d p a r t y w a s

l a n d e d f r o m a n u n k n o w n U - b o a t s o u t h o f S a r a s o t a , F l o r i d a

4
d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d M a y - J u l y 1 9 4 2 .

To he lp counter the U-boat th rea t . Nava l av ia t ion un i ts ,

t h e A r m y A i r F o r c e ( A A F ) , a n d a i r b o r n e u n i t s o f t h e C o a s t

G u a r d a n d t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ( C A P ) w e r e e m p l o y e d d u r i n g

v a r i o u s p h a s e s o f t h e w a r . E v e n c i v i l a i r l i n e p i l o t s w e r e

a s k e d t o m a i n t a i n a l o o k o u t a n d r e p o r t a n y s u s p i c i o u s

s i g h t i n g s w h e n t h e i r s c h e d u l e d r o u t e s t o o k t h e m o v e r w a t e r .
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T h i s p a p e r w i l l p r e s e n t t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d o p e r a t i o n s o f

F l o r i d a - b a s e d a i r b o r n e a n t i - s u b m a r i n e w a r f a r e ( A S W ) u n i t s

o f t h e N a v y , A A F, C A P, a n d C o a s t G u a r d .

N a v y O r g a n i z a t i o n - G e n e r a l

A s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s m o v e d c l o s e r t o t h e b r i n k o f e n t e r i n g

W o r l d Wa r I I , t h e N a v y b e g a n t o o r g a n i z e i t s f o r c e s t o c o m b a t

t h e p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t o f t h e G e r m a n s u b m a r i n e s . T h e G u l f S e a

F r o n t i e r w a s o n e o f f o u r c o a s t a l p a t r o l s e c t o r s e s t a b l i s h e d

by the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Admiral H. R. Starke,
on 1 July 1941.^ Under the cognizance of the Seventh Naval
D i s t r i c t , t h e F r o n t i e r ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e l o c a t e d i n i t i a l l y

i n K e y We s t , F l o r i d a ; h o w e v e r, t h e y w e r e m o v e d t o t h e D u P o n t^ 6
B u i l d i n g i n M i a m i , F l o r i d a e f f e c t i v e 1 7 J u n e 1 9 4 2 . T h e

F r o n t i e r e x t e n d e d f r o m J a c k s o n v i l l e t o t h e Y u c a t a n P e n i n s u l a

o f M e x i c o a n d w o r k e d w i t h t h e C o n v o y C o n t r o l C e n t e r, l o c a t e d

at Key West, to coordinate airborne patrols.^
T h e F r o n t i e r w a s u n d e r t h e o p e r a t i o n a l c o m m a n d o f t h e

Navy's ASW Command (Atlantic), which was init ial ly headed by
A d m i r a l R . E . I n g e r s o l l . L a t e r , o n 2 0 M a y 1 9 4 3 , t h i s c o m m a n d

w a s r e d e s i g n a t e d a s t h e Te n t h F l e e t . T h e G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r

was commanded by Rear Admi ra l J . L . Kau f fman f rom i t s i n

ception unti l 3 February 1943. He was succeeded by Captain
H. H . J . Benson , who was then fo l l owed by V i ce Admi ra l W. R .

M u n r o e . C a p t a i n B e n s o n a g a i n c o m m a n d e d t h e F r o n t i e r f r o m

W
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25 March to 17 Ju ly 1944; he was succeeded by Vice Admi ra l

W. S . A n d e r s o n , w h o w a s t h e c o m m a n d i n g o f fi c e r u n t i l t h e e n d
g

o f t h e w a r .

T h e N a v y ' s e f f o r t s t o i m p l e m e n t a i r b o r n e A S W p a t r o l s ,

not only from Florida bases and in the Gulf Sea Frontier but

t h r o u g h o u t t h e N o r t h A t l a n t i c t h e a t e r , w e r e h a m p e r e d b y

s e v e r a l i n t e r s e r v i c e p r o b l e m s . I n 1 9 4 1 , t h e A A F c o n t r o l l e d

a l m o s t t h e e n t i r e s u p p l y o f m i l i t a r y l a n d - b a s e d a i r c r a f t .

Not expecting to include ASW among their dut ies. Army pi lots

w e r e n o t t r a i n e d t o fl y o v e r w a t e r , t o p r o t e c t s h i p p i n g , o r

t o b o m b s m a l l m o v i n g t a r g e t s s u c h a s s u b m a r i n e s . T h e N a v y

did not operate land-based aircraft because of the 1920 Army

Appropr iat ions Act, which designated the AAF as responsible
9

f o r l a n d - b a s e d a v i a t i o n a n d t h e N a v y f o r s e a - b a s e d a v i a t i o n .

When Br i t ish exper ience demonstrated that large, land-based

a i r c r a f t w o r k e d b e s t f o r A S W, G e n e r a l M a r s h a l l , o n 7 J u l y

1942, agreed to modify the Act so as to real locate land-based

a s s e t s t o t h e N a v y ( i t w a s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e N a v y ' s P B Y a i r

craf t , whi le having long endurance, were s low and vulnerable

to U-boat machine guns).^^
A s a n i n t e r i m m e a s u r e u n t i l t h e N a v y ' s l a n d - b a s e d p a t r o l

c o m m a n d c o u l d b e c o m e f u l l y o p e r a t i o n a l , t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t

reorgan ized the AAF 's 1s t Bomber Command to employ i t as an

A S W u n i t i n t h e E a s t e r n a n d G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r s . T h e N a v y

h o p e d t o u s e t h e C o m m a n d f o r r o u t i n e p a t r o l s a n d c o n v o y c o v e r,

b u t t h e A r m y w a n t e d t o e m p l o y " k i l l e r t a c t i c s " u s i n g
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i n t e l l i g e n c e t o s e a r c h o u t a n d d e s t r o y a k n o w n U - b o a t .

A d d i t i o n a l l y , A r m y p i l o t s c o n t i n u e d t o h a v e p r o b l e m s w i t h

overwater nav igat ion and wi th locat ing convoys. In 1942,

a s i n t e r s e r v i c e c o o p e r a t i o n d e t e r i o r a t e d , C N O A d m i r a l E . J .

King was determined to end AAF participation in ASW as soon
as the Navy had enough a i rcraf t and p i lo ts . The format ion

o f t h e Te n t h F l e e t i n M a y, 1 9 4 3 g e n e r a t e d a d d i t i o n a l c o n

troversy between the AAF and the Navy as to how the ASW

e f f o r t s h o u l d b e c o o r d i n a t e d . O n 1 0 J u n e 1 9 4 3 , m u c h t o t h e

de l i gh t o f Admi ra l K ing , Genera l Marsha l l fina l l y dec ided
1 3t h a t t h e A A F w o u l d n o l o n g e r c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e A S W e f f o r t .

N a v y O r g a n i z a t i o n - S p e c i fi c

The Navy's land-based airborne ASW efforts had their
W

beginnings in the format ion of several Patro l Wings and Fleet

Airship Wings in the Eastern and Gulf Sea Front iers.
L o c a t e d i n F l o r i d a w e r e F l e e t A i r W i n g Tw e l v e ( FAW 1 2 ) a n d

F l e e t A i r s h i p W i n g T w o ( F A S W 2 ) .

FAW12 was commissioned on 16 September 1942 as Patrol

Wing Twelve at Naval Ai r Stat ion, Key West , F lor ida. Under

the operational command of Commander, Gulf Sea Frontier,

Patrol Wing Twelve was redesignated FAW12 on 1 November 1942.

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y, FAW 1 2 w a s u n d e r t h e c o g n i z a n c e o f t h e

f o l l o w i n g : C o m m a n d e r , P a t r o l W i n g s A t l a n t i c f r o m 1 6 S e p t e m b e r

t o 1 N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 ; C o m m a n d e r, F l e e t A i r w i n g s A t l a n t i c f r o m

1 N o v e m b e r t o 3 1 D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 2 ; a n d C o m m a n d e r , A i r F o r c e ,

A t l a n t i c F l e e t f r o m 1 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 3 t o 1 4 J u l y 1 9 4 5 .

4



FAW 1 2 ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e r e l o c a t e d t o M i a m i e f f e c t i v e

20 Sep tembe r 1943 , bu t we re l a t e r r e tu rned t o Key Wes t on

2 June 1945,^^
F A W 1 2 w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d f o r c l o s e r s u p e r v i s i o n o f A S W

o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r . A l t h o u g h FAW 5 h a d b e e n

a s s i g n e d t h i s a r e a o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , i t s h e a d q u a r t e r s

( l o c a t e d i n N o r f o l k , V i r g i n i a ) w e r e t o o d i s t a n t f o r c l o s e

supervision. When the submarine menace to Gulf Sea Frontier

s h i p p i n g i n c r e a s e d i n i n t e n s i t y , i n t h e s p r i n g o f 1 9 4 2 , t h e

apparent need for a separate patrol wing in the area was made
o b v i o u s . A f t e r c o m m i s s i o n i n g , U - b o a t a c t i v i t y w a s

r e l a t i v e l y l i g h t a n d o n l y t h r e e s h i p s w e r e s u n k f r o m

September 1942 to May 1943 , and none were sunk the rea f te r.

FA W l 2 * s o p e r a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s i n c l u d e d r o u t i n e p a t r o l s o v e r

s h i p p i n g l a n e s , c o n v o y c o v e r a g e , i n d i v i d u a l s h i p c o v e r a g e ,

a i r - s e a r e s c u e s e r v i c e s , a n d m e s s a g e d r o p s . T h e W i n g ' s

C o m m a n d i n g O f fi c e r s w e r e a s f o l l o w s

1 6 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 2 C a p t a i n W . G . T o m l i n s o n

1 2 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 2 C o m m a n d e r B . C . M c C a f f r e e

8 N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 C a p t a i n A . I . P r i c e

2 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 3 C o m m a n d e r B . C . M c C a f f r e e

1 2 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 3 C a p t a i n J . J . M i c h a e l

2 7 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 3 C a p t a i n H . T . S t a n l e y

2 2 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 4 C a p t a i n W . K . R h o d e s

2 1 M a y 1 9 4 5 C o m m a n d e r J . H . S . J o h n s o n
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Regarding a i rships, FASW 30 was commissioned on 1 December

1 9 4 2 a s a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o m m a n d t o a d m i n i s t e r a l l a i r s h i p

u n i t s i n t h e A t l a n t i c F l e e t . H e a d q u a r t e r e d a t L a k e h u r s t ,

N e w J e r s e y, a l l fl e e t a i r s h i p s w e r e u n d e r t h e o v e r a l l c o m m a n d
1 8

o f R e a r A d m i r a l C . E . R o s e n d a h l . A i r s h i p S q u a d r o n T w e n t y -

one, assigned but stat ioned in Richmond, Flor ida (near Miami) ,

was redes igna ted F lee t A i r sh ip Group Two on 1 March 1943 ,

a n d u l t i m a t e l y b e c a m e FA S W 2 o n 1 5 J u l y 1 9 4 3 . A s s i g n e d t o t h e

W i n g w e r e t h r e e Z P ( b l i m p ) s q u a d r o n s , o n e h e a d q u a r t e r s

squadron, and one HEDRON (personnel support and maintenance)
1 9d e t a c h m e n t . FA S W 2 w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d f o r o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e

geographical l imi ts of the Gulf Sea Front ier to conduct ASW

patro ls , a i r coverages to sur face un i ts and convoys, searches,
a i r - s e a r e s c u e s e r v i c e s , a n d m i n e s p o t t i n g . T h e W i n g w a s

decommiss ioned on 16 June 1945 . W ing Command ing O ffice rs
^ T , 2 0w e r e a s f o l l o w s :

1 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 2

1 M a r c h 1 9 4 3

1 5 J u l y 1 9 4 3

6 A u g u s t 1 9 4 3

1 May 1944

1 2 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 5

C a p t a i n G . H . M i l l s

C a p t a i n W. E . Z i m m e r m a n

C o m m a n d e r A . L . C o p e

C a p t a i n M . M . B r a d l e y

C o m m a n d e r M . F. D . F l a h e r t y

C o m m a n d e r A . L . C o p e

N a v y A i r c r a f t T y p e s , B a s e s a n d S q u a d r o n s

W h e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s e n t e r e d t h e w a r i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 ,

t h e r e w e r e a t o t a l o f f o r t y - t h r e e a i r c r a f t a v a i l a b l e f o r A S W
2 1

p a t r o l i n t h e e n t i r e S e v e n t h N a v a l D i s t r i c t . B y F e b r u a r y
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W 1 9 4 2 , F l o r i d a - b a s e d a s s e t s i n c l u d e d o n e s q u a d r o n o f t w e l v e

C a t a l i n a F l y i n g B o a t s ( P B Y s ) s p l i t b e t w e e n J a c k s o n v i l l e a n d
2 2

Key Wes t , and sma l l s ing le -eng ine OS2U-3s and S0C-3s .

T h e l a t t e r c o u l d s t a y a i r b o r n e f o r o n l y t h r e e h o u r s w h e n

c a r r y i n g d e p t h b o m b s . I n F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 3 , t h e n u m b e r o f F l o r i d a -

b a s e d a i r c r a f t h a d i n c r e a s e d t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y n i n e t y - s i x ;

i n S e p t e m b e r, t h e N a v y r e c e i v e d t h e fi r s t A S W- e q u i p p e d B - 2 4

L i b e r a t o r s f r o m t h e A A F, s o m e o f w h i c h m a y h a v e fl o w n f r o m
2 3F l o r i d a b a s e s . A p p e n d i x 1 d e t a i l s t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f

t h e v a r i o u s N a v a l a i r c r a f t a n d a i r s h i p s . B y t h e S u m m e r o f

1 9 4 3 , m a n y o f t h e p a t r o l a i r c r a f t w e r e e q u i p p e d w i t h 1 0 c m .

S - b a n d , m i c r o w a v e r a d a r s e t s w h o s e u s e p r o v e d t o b e d i f fi c u l t

t o d e t e c t o r j a m . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e p r i m a r y t a c t i c s w e r e

b a s e d o n v i s u a l s e a r c h e s . T h e b l i m p s a l s o b e c a m e r a d a r -

equipped, and their s low speeds enabled their a i rcrews to

spot U-boats easier. They also had longer endurance than
a i r c r a f t a n d c o u l d o p e r a t e a t n i g h t a n d i n f o u l w e a t h e r .

T h e i r m a i n d i s a d v a n t a g e w a s t h a t t h e y w e r e e a s i l y d e t e c t e d b y
2 5

U - b o a t l o o k o u t s .

F A W 1 2 i n c l u d e d F l o r i d a s q u a d r o n s t h a t o p e r a t e d f r o m K e y

West , Boca Chica (near Key West ) , DeLand and Banana River

( n e a r p r e s e n t d a y P a t r i c k A i r F o r c e B a s e ) . Ta b l e 1 b e l o w

s p e c i fi e s t h e FAW 1 2 s q u a d r o n s t h a t o p e r a t e d f r o m F l o r i d a

b a s e s a n d t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g d a t e s o f a s s i g n m e n t . T h e f o l l o w -
2 6

i n g i s a s u m m a r y ( b y l o c a t i o n ) o f T a b l e 1 :

W
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T a b l e 1

U N I T S A S S I G N E D T O FAW 1 2 O P E R AT I N G F R O M F L O R I D A B A S E S

S q u a d r o n ( t y p e a i r c r a f t ) L o c a t i o n D a t e s

V P - 5 3 (PBY) K e y W e s t S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 2
V P - 8 1 (PBY) K e y W e s t S e p 4 2 — D e c 4 2
V 5 - 3 9 ( 0 5 2 U ) B a n a n a R i v e r S e p 4 2 — J a n 4 5
V 5 - 6 2 ( 0 5 2 U ) K e y W e s t N o v 4 2 — J a n 4 5
V P - 2 0 2 (PBM) K e y W e s t F e b 4 3 - N o v 4 3
V P - 2 0 8 (PBM) K e y W e s t F e b 4 3 — N o v 4 3
V P - 2 0 8 (PBM) K e y W e s t F e b 4 3 — J u l 4 4
V P - 6 3 ( P B Y ) K e y W e s t M a r 4 3
B V - 1 2 5 ( P V ) B o c a C h i c a J a n 4 3 - May 44
V P - 1 3 2 ( P V ) D e L a n d M a r 4 3 - J u n 4 3

B o c a C h i c a J u n 4 3 - O c t 4 3
V P - 2 1 3 (PBM) K e y W e s t D e c 4 3 - N o v 4 4
V P - 1 4 3 ( P V ) B o c a C h i c a J u l 4 4
V P - 2 0 1 (PBM) K e y W e s t A u g 4 4 - M a r 4 5
V P B - 2 0 4 ( P B M ) K e y W e s t D e c 4 4 - May 45
H e a d q u a r t e r s S q u a d r o n K e y W e s t O c t 4 2 — J u l y 4 5
B a n a n a R i v e r D e t a c h m e n t B a n a n a R i v e r J a n 4 3 — J u n 4 5
D e L a n d D e t a c h m e n t D e L a n d J a n 4 3 - J u n 4 3
B o c a C h i c a D e t a c h m e n t B o c a C h i c a M a r 4 3 - J a n 4 5
V B - 1 2 7 ( P V ) D e L a n d J a n 4 3 - A p r 4 3

B o c a C h i c a A p r 4 3 - May 43
V B - 1 2 8 ( P V ) D e L a n d F e b 4 3 - May 43
V B - 1 2 9 ( P V ) D e L a n d F e b 4 3 - May 43

B o c a C h i c a M a y 4 3
V C - 1 3 0 ( P V ) D e L a n d M a r 4 3 - M a y 4 3

B o c a C h i c a M a y 4 3 - J a n 4 3
V B - 1 3 1 ( P V ) D e L a n d M a r 4 3 - May 43

B o c a C h i c a J u n 4 3
V B - 1 3 3 ( P V ) D e L a n d M a r 4 3 - J u n e 4 3

B o c a C h i c a J u n e 4 3 ■- J u l 4 3

V C - 1 3 4 ( P V ) D e L a n d A p r 4 3 - J u n 4 3
B o c a C h i c a J u l 4 3

V B - 1 4 1 ( P V ) D e L a n d J u n 4 3 - J u l 4 3
B o c a C h i c a J u l 4 3 - A u g 4 3

V B - 1 4 3 ( P V ) D e L a n d J u n 4 3 - J u l 4 3
B o c a C h i c a J u l 4 3 - A u g 4 3

V B - 1 4 5 ( P V ) D e L a n d J u l 4 3 - A u g 4 3
B o c a C h i c a A u g 4 3 - Sep 43

W
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1 . K e y We s t h a d a m o n t h l y a v e r a g e o f f o u r s q u a d r o n s

ass igned between September 1942 and Ju ly 1945.

2 . D e t a c h m e n t s t o B o c a C h i c a s t a r t e d i n M a r c h 1 9 4 3 ,

and peaked with six squadrons assigned in July 1943.

A f t e r N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 3 , a v e r a g e m o n t h l y s t r e n g t h w a s

o n e o r t w o s q u a d r o n s .

3 . T h e D e L a n d d e t a c h m e n t b e g a n w i t h t h r e e s q u a d r o n s i n

February 1943, and peaked in Apri l 1943 with eight

squadrons assigned. The detachment was discontinued
a f t e r A u g u s t 1 9 4 3 .

4. A permanent detachment was maintained at Banana River

that averaged two squadrons from September 1942 to

J u l y 1 9 4 5 .

FASW2, based at Richmond, Florida, provided detachments

to Key West from February 1943 to April 1944, to Banana River

f rom November 1943 to May 1945, as we l l as to numerous o ther

C a r i b b e a n B a s i n b a s e s . Z P 2 1 w a s k e p t i n t a c t a t R i c h m o n d

until the end of the war.^^ Table 2 details Florida-based
a i r s h i p s q u a d r o n s a n d d e t a c h m e n t s .

T a b l e 2

UNITS ASSIGNED TO FASW2 OPERATING FROM FLORIDA BASEs'
S q u a d r o n

Z P - 2 1
Z P - 2 1 ( D e t . )
Z P - 2 1 ( D e t . )
A i r s h i p T r a i n i n g D e t .
Headquar te rs Squadron 2
H E D R O N D e t a c h m e n t 2 1 - 3
H E D R O N D e t a c h m e n t 2 1 - 2
H E D R O N D e t a c h m e n t 2 1

L o c a t i o n

R i c h m o n d
K e y We s t
B a n a n a R i v e r
K e y W e s t
R i c h m o n d
K e y W e s t
B a n a n a R i v e r
R i c h m o n d

D a t e s

D e c 4 2 - M a y 4 5
F e b 4 3 - A p r 4 4
N o v 4 3 - M a y 4 5
J a n 4 4
J u l 4 3
J u l 4 3
N o v 4 3
S e p 4 4

F e b 4 4
J u n 4 5
J u n 4 5
J a n 4 5
J a n 4 5
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N a v a l O p e r a t i o n s f r o m F l o r i d a B a s e s

I n t h e G u l f S e a F r o n t i e r , t h e r e w e r e p r e s e n t a p p r o x i

m a t e l y t w o U - b o a t s p e r m o n t h i n e a r l y 1 9 4 2 , n i n e - s i x t e e n

U - b o a t s i n M a y, f o u r i n J u n e a n d J u l y, t w o i n A u g u s t a n d

S e p t e m b e r, 1 9 4 2 , a n d t h r e e o r f o u r p e r m o n t h t h e r e a f t e r t o t h e

e n d o f t h e w a r T a b l e 3 b e l o w i s a s u m m a r y o f t h e o p e r a

t i o n s o f F A W 1 2 t o c o u n t e r t h e t h r e a t . N o t e w o r t h y a r e t h e

f a c t s t h a t d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e p e r i o d , o n l y o n e U - b o a t w a s

d a m a g e d b y FAW 1 2 a i r c r a f t , n o n e w e r e s u n k , a n d n o a i r c r a f t

w e r e d a m a g e d o r l o s t i n c o m b a t . To t a l fl i g h t h o u r s fl o w n b y

a l l a i r c r a f t a s s i g n e d t o FAW 1 2 a v e r a g e d 6 5 0 0 p e r m o n t h w i t h

peaks of 11966, 11403, and 11900 in April, May and July of
2 91 9 4 3 r e s p e c t i v e l y . W e a t h e r w a s c o n s i d e r e d t o b e e x c e l l e n t

t h r o u g h o u t t h e a r e a p a t r o l l e d . U n r e s t r i c t e d fl y i n g c o n
d i t i ons p reva i l ed abou t n ine ty -n ine pe rcen t o f t he t ime , w i th

3 0t h e o n l y p r o b l e m s b e i n g t w o o r t h r e e h u r r i c a n e e v a c u a t i o n s .

F ron t ie r pa t ro ls were h igh l igh ted by the accoun t o f one p i lo t

fly ing f rom Key West who s ighted a per iscope, c i rc led for
t h e k i l l , p u l l e d t h e b o m b r e l e a s e , a n d d i s c o v e r e d t h a t h e h a d

f a i l e d t o o p e n t h e b o m b b a y d o o r s . A s h e c i r c l e d f o r a r e -

a t t a c k , a s e c o n d s m a l l e r p l a n e d o v e f o r t h e U - b o a t w i t h . 3 0

c a l i b e r g u n s b l a z i n g ; t h e U - b o a t c r a s h - d i v e d a n d a p p a r e n t l y

e s c a p e d u n h a r m e d .

To t a l m o n t h l y fl i g h t h o u r s fl o w n b y a l l u n i t s o f FA S W 2

ave raged 4000 w i t h a max imum o f 6478 flown i n Ju l y, 1943 .

T a b l e 4 b e l o w d e t a i l s t h e a c t i o n o f t h e W i n g . D u r i n g t h e
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T a b l e 3

A C T I O N 1
6 8

S U M M A R Y O F FA W 1 2

S e p 4 2 - J a n 4 3 - J u n e 4 3 - D e c 4 3 - J u n e 4 4 - D e c 4 4 -
D e c 4 2 M a y 4 3 N o v 4 3 M a y 4 4 N o v 4 4 J u l 4 5

4 3 5 2
S e a r c h e s M a d e N o r e c o r d N o r e c o r d ( b e g i n n i n g 6 0 9 2 3 7 4 0 2 5 0 7

A u g u s t )

1 s u b m a r i n e

Enemy Ships Damaged or Sunk N o n e N o n e Damaged N o n e N o n e N o n e

O w n P l a n e s L o s t ( C o m b a t ) N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e

O w n P l a n e s L o s t ( O p e r a t i o n s ) N o r e c o r d 2 1 5 3 3 1

Own Planes Damaged (Combat) N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e

M
L - i

Own P lanes Damaged (Opera t ions ) 1 9 7 9 3 N o n e

P e r s o n n e l L o s t N o n e 1 0 3 7 1 3 1 1

T a b l e 4

6 9
A C T I O N S U M M A R Y O F FA S W 2

D e c 4 2 - M a r 4 3 - J u l 4 3 - J a n 4 4 - J u l 4 4 - D e c 4 4 -

F e b 4 3 J u n 4 3 D e c 4 3 J u n 4 4 N o v 4 4 J u n 4 5

O p e r a t i o n a l M i s s i o n s 1 7 6 1 5 7 2 3 1 5 1 7 9 9 1 3 8 1 1 0 2 2

Enemy Ships Damaged or Sunk N o n e N o n e 1 s u b d a m . N o n e N o n e N o n e

O w n B l i m p s L o s t ( c o m b a t ) N o n e N o n e 1 N o n e N o n e N o n e

O w n B l i m p s L o s t ( o p e r a t i o n s ) N o n e N o n e N o n e 4 2 N o n e

Own Bl imps Damaged (combat) N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e N o n e

Own B l imps Damaged (ope ra t i ons ) N o n e N o n e 5 6 3 5

P e r s o n n e l L o s t N o n e N o n e 1 9 1 1



en t i re pe r iod , one s i i bmar ine was damaged by a FASW2 a i r sh ip ,
3 2 . .and no airships were damaged from combat. The one airship

los t was number K -66 fly ing f r om Key Wes t on 7 Ju l y 1942 .

Forty nautical miles southwest from Meacham Field, the crew
of K-66 s ighted a sur faced U-boat and c losed for the k i l l .

A s t h e a d v e r s a r i e s e x c h a n g e d fi r e w i t h . 5 0 c a l i b e r m a c h i n e

guns, and with the bl imp's starboard engine shot out, K-66

attempted to drop i ts depth charges on the target. When the
r e l e a s e m e c h a n i s m f a i l e d , t h e g u n d u a l c o n t i n u e d u n t i l K - 6 6

w a s s h o t d o w n . E l e v e n o f t h e c r e w o f t w e l v e w e r e r e s c u e d ,

and the U-boat was presumed to have escaped.

A r m y A i r F o r c e

The AAF's ASW Command was establ ished in October 1942

with Brigadier General W. T. Larson as Commanding Officer.

A s u b o r d i n a t e u n i t o f t h i s c o m m a n d w a s t h e 2 6 t h A i r W i n g

headquartered in the DuPont Building in Miami, Florida. By

February 1943, approximately s ixty- two AAF B-24 Liberators

were assigned to Florida bases at Lantana (West Palm Beach),

B a n a n a R i v e r , M i a m i , a n d Ta m p a . O n 1 0 J u n e 1 9 4 3 , G e n e r a l

M a r s h a l l fi n a l l y d e c i d e d t h a t A S W o p e r a t i o n s s h o u l d b e t h e

exc lus i ve m iss ion o f t he Navy ; t he Amy 's ASW Command sub

sequently was disbanded on 1 September 1943. By this time,

the Navy had enough t ra ined fl ight crews and a i rcraf t to

e f fec t i ve ly per fo rm the ASW miss ion . The AAF 's spec ia l l y -

equipped B-24s were turned over to the Navy.̂ ^
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T h e e a r l y w o r k h o r s e o f t h e A A F ' s A S W p a t r o l s w a s t h e

B-18 ; t h i s was augmen ted by t he DB-7B , A -20 , A -29 and the

B - 3 4 . H a v i n g l i m i t e d r a n g e , i t w a s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e y b e

replaced by the B-24.^^ The following units operated from
F l o r i d a a i r fi e l d s : 7 6 t h B o m b e r S q u a d r o n ( T a m p a ) ; 7 8 t h B o m b e r

S q u a d r o n ( M i a m i a n d J a c k s o n v i l l e ) ; 1 8 t h O b s e r v a t i o n S q u a d r o n

( B a n a n a R i v e r a n d J a c k s o n v i l l e ) ; 11 2 t h O b s e r v a t i o n S q u a d r o n

(Lan tana) ; and the 79 th and 80 th Bomber Squadrons (home a i r

fi e l d s u n k n o w n t o t h i s w r i t e r ) . T h e J a c k s o n v i l l e a i r b a s e

a n d i t s r e s p e c t i v e u n i t s w e r e u n d e r t h e o p e r a t i o n a l c o m m a n d
3 7o f t he 25 th A i r W ing wh i ch was headqua r t e red i n New Yo rk .

Appendix 2 is a char t depict ing the dai ly a i r area coverage
o f b o m b e r a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s q u a d r o n s o p e r a t i n g u n d e r t h e G u l f

Ta s k F o r c e . F l o r i d a - b a s e d s q u a d r o n o p e r a t i o n a l s u m m a r i e s

w e r e g e n e r a l l y u n a v a i l a b l e t o t h i s w r i t e r ; h o w e v e r , t h e

N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 J a c k s o n v i l l e S u m m a r y o f 1 2 5 m i s s i o n s t o t a l i n g
3 83 7 3 h o u r s m a y i n d i c a t e t h e t e m p o o f o p e r a t i o n s .

E a r l y i n 1 9 4 2 , s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s a n d a s e r i e s o f

e x p e r i m e n t s b a s e d o n t h e s t u d y o f U S a n d B r i t i s h A S W a t t a c k s

p r o v i d e d t h e b a s i s f o r s i g n i fi c a n t r e v i s i o n o f t a c t i c a l

d o c t r i n e . I t w a s f o u n d t h a t c a m o u fl a g i n g a i r c r a f t , c o n

d u c t i n g s e a r c h e s a t h i g h e r a l t i t u d e s , a n d e f f e c t i v e l y u s i n g

c l o u d c o v e r e n h a n c e d t h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f d e t e c t i n g a t a r g e t

o n t h e s u r f a c e . I t w a s a l s o d e t e r m i n e d t h a t t h e e l a p s e d

t i m e f r o m t h e s t a r t o f a U - b o a t ' s c r a s h d i v e u n t i l o n l y a

s m a l l s w i r l r e m a i n e d w a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o r t y - s e v e n s e c o n d s .
W
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T h i s s h o r t t i m e a l l o w e d l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a c c u r a t e a n d

s u c c e s s f u l r e a t t a c k o f a t a r g e t . T h e r e f o r e , a i r c r e w s w e r e

d i r e c t e d t o a t t a c k s t r o n g l y o n t h e i r fi r s t a t t a c k , d r o p p i n g

a l l d e p t h c h a r g e s o n t h e fi r s t p a s s ( s e t s h a l l o w a t t h i r t y

f e e t i n s t e a d o f fi f t y f e e t ) b e f o r e t h e s u b m a r i n e c o u l d d i v e

d e e p .

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l O r g a n i z a t i o n

I n l a t e 1 9 4 1 , a s i t b e c a m e m o r e l i k e l y t h a t t h e U . S .

w o u l d e n t e r t h e g l o b a l c o n fl i c t , c i v i l i a n a v i a t o r s r e c o g n i z e d

the potent ia l ass is tance tha t they cou ld prov ide the U.S.

government, and they began to lobby Congress for the forma
t i o n o f a c i v i l i a n a v i a t i o n a u x i l i a r y . D e s p i t e t h e p r o t e s t s

o f skep t i cs i n Cong ress and the m i l i t a r y, t he C i v i l A i r

Pa t ro l (CAP) was founded on 1 December 1941 as a d i v i s ion o f

t h e O f fi c e o f C i v i l i a n D e f e n s e . C A P l a t e r b e c a m e a n a u x i l i a r y

o f t h e A A F i n A p r i l 1 9 4 3 . C A P, w i t h W i n g C o m m a n d s i n e a c h

s t a t e , w a s o r g a n i z e d i n t o t h e S o u t h e r n L i a i s o n P a t r o l , t h e

C o u r i e r S e r v i c e , t h e F o r e s t P a t r o l a n d — t h e s u b j e c t o f t h i s

pape r—the Coas ta l Pa t ro l .The Wings were composed o f
s e v e r a l s q u a d r o n s w i t h a n y w h e r e f r o m 5 0 t o 2 0 0 p e r s o n n e l

a s s i g n e d p e r s q u a d r o n . T h e r e w e r e v a r i o u s s o u r c e s o f C A P

f u n d i n g , i n c l u d i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d o i l c o m p a n i e s w h o

w e r e l o s i n g s h i p s t o U - b o a t s i n k i n g s . N o t t h e m o s t i n s i g n i

fi c a n t s o u r c e w e r e t h e p i l o t s a n d p e r s o n n e l o f e a c h u n i t , w h o

p r o v i d e d t h e a i r c r a f t a n d o t h e r o p e r a t i n g e q u i p m e n t . P i l o t s

w e r e t o b e c o m p e n s a t e d w i t h a d a i l y a l l o w a n c e o f e i g h t d o l l a r s .
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a n d o b s e r v e r s w e r e t o r e c e i v e fi v e d o l l a r s p e r d a y ; h o w e v e r ,

t h e s e p a y m e n t s w e r e o f t e n g r o s s l y i n a r r e a r s . F o r t h e m o s t

p a r t , C A P v o l u n t e e r s w o r k e d o u t o f d e d i c a t i o n t o d u t y a n d

l o v e o f a v i a t i o n .

T h e fi r s t F l o r i d a a i r fi e l d , C A P B a s e T h r e e , l o c a t e d a t

L a n t a n a ( a c t i v a t e d 3 0 M a r c h 1 9 4 2 ; fi r s t p a t r o l o n 2 A p r i l

1 9 4 2 ) w a s p a r t o f t h e i n i t i a l n i n e t y - d a y C A P C o a s t a l P a t r o l

e x p e r i m e n t . B a s e F i v e a t D a y t o n a — F l a g l e r B e a c h ( 11 M a r c h ,

1942; 19 May, 1942) , Base Seven a t Miami (13 May, 1942;

1 4 M a y, 1 9 4 2 ) , B a s e T h i r t e e n a t S a r a s o t a ( 9 J u l y, 1 9 4 2 ;

7 Augus t , 1942 ) , and Base Fou r t een a t Panama C i t y ( 16 Ju l y,
4 2

1 9 4 2 ; 8 A u g u s t , 1 9 4 2 ) f o l l o w e d t h e r e a f t e r . C A P C o a s t a l

P a t r o l o p e r a t i o n s t e r m i n a t e d o n 3 1 A u g u s t , 1 9 4 3 , w h e n t h e

N a v y w a s a b l e t o a s s i a m e f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o a s t a l A S W

patro ls .The F lor ida Wing Commander f rom 1 December, 1941,
t o 6 A p r i l , 1 9 4 3 , w a s C o l o n e l W r i g h t Ve r m i l y a ; h e w a s

4 4s u c c e e d e d b y M a j o r R . P. R o b b i n s .

C A P G e n e r a l O p e r a t i o n s

C A P p i l o t s fl e w a n a s s o r t m e n t o f a i r c r a f t t h a t w e r e

p r i m a r i l y s i n g l e - e n g i n e a n d p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d . T h e s e i n c l u d e d

S t i n s o n Vo y a g e r s , R e l i a n t s , F a i r c h i l d s , W a c o s , C u r t i s R o b i n s ,

M o n o c o a c h e s , C e s s n a s , B e e c h c r a f t s , G u l l - W i n g s , G r u m m a n
4 5

W i d g e o n s , R e a r w i n g , Ta y l o r c r a f t s , a n d H o w a r d s . I n g e n e r a l ,

a i r c r a f t a s s i g n e d f o r o v e r w a t e r p a t r o l w e r e r e q u i r e d t o h a v e

a r a t i n g o f g r e a t e r t h a n n i n e t y h o r s e p o w e r b e c a u s e t h e p a t r o l s
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o f t e n e x t e n d e d t o g r e a t e r t h a n fi f t y m i l e s o f f s h o r e . A i r

c r a f t , u s u a l l y m a n n e d b y a p i l o t a n d o b s e r v e r , fl e w i n p a i r s

o n o v e r w a t e r m i s s i o n s . E a r l y C A P A S W p a t r o l s w e r e fl o w n u n

a r m e d , b u t t h e i n c i d e n t o f a g r o u n d e d U - b o a t t h a t e s c a p e d

f r o m a n u n a r m e d C A P a i r c r a f t c a u s e d A A F G e n e r a l A r n o l d t o

o r d e r a l l C A P a i r c r a f t b e fi t t e d t o c a r r y 1 0 0 p o u n d b o m b s
4 6o r d e p t h c h a r g e s .

T h e C A P w a s t h e d e f a c t o p r i m a r y a i r b o r n e c o a s t a l A S W

f o r c e i n t h e e a r l y p a r t o f t h e w a r . D u r i n g t h e h i g h - t e m p o

p e r i o d o f o p e r a t i o n s , w h i c h w a s f r o m M a y, 1 9 4 2 t o A u g u s t ,

1 9 4 3 , t o t a l m i s s i o n s fl o w n f r o m t h e fi v e F l o r i d a b a s e s

averaged 300 per week. The busiest t ime occurred in the
fi r s t w e e k o f O c t o b e r, 1 9 4 2 w h e n a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 0 0 m i s s i o n s

^ w e r e fl o w n . T h e r e a p p e a r s t o b e a d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n

b e t w e e n F l o r i d a C A P m i s s i o n s a n d t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f s h i p

s ink ings in the Gu l f Sea Fron t ie r ; the obv ious in fe rence is
t h a t U - b o a t s d i s a p p e a r e d i n d i r e c t p r o p o r t i o n t o a n i n c r e a s e

i n C A P o p e r a t i o n s . T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n i s s u p p o r t e d b y t h e

q u o t e o f a h i g h - r a n k i n g G e r m a n N a v a l O f fi c e r a f t e r t h e w a r

who, when asked why German U-boats had been wi thdrawn from

U S c o a s t a l w a t e r s e a r l y i n 1 9 4 3 , r e p l i e d " I t w a s b e c a u s e o f
4 8t h o s e d a m n e d l i t t l e r e d a n d y e l l o w ( C A P ) p l a n e s ! " F o r

t h e i r e f f o r t s , i n d i v i d u a l s o f t h e C A P C o a s t a l P a t r o l w e r e

a w a r d e d a t o t a l o f 8 2 4 A i r M e d a l s , o f w h i c h 1 4 5 w e n t t o
4 9m e m b e r s fl y i n g f r o m F l o r i d a b a s e s . A p p e n d i x 3 i s a c h a r t

d e p i c t i n g d a i l y a i r a r e a c o v e r a g e b y C A P C o a s t a l P a t r o l u n i t s

o p e r a t i n g u n d e r t h e G u l f T a s k F o r c e .
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C A P S p e c i fi c O p e r a t i o n s

T h e n e e d f o r a c o a s t a l p a t r o l b a s e i n N o r t h w e s t F l o r i d a

w a s m a d e o b v i o u s b y t h e f a c t t h a t s e v e n t y - e i g h t s h i p s w e r e

s u n k i n t h e G u l f o f M e x i c o i n M a y , J u n e , a n d J u l y o f 1 9 4 2 .

W i t h a p r o p o s a l t o b u i l d a m a j o r s h i p y a r d a t P a n a m a C i t y

u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d w h e n t h e E m p i r e M i c a w a s t o r p e d o e d

o f f A p a l a c h i c o l a , C A P ' s B a s e F o u r t e e n w a s a c t i v a t e d a t

Panama City.̂ ^ Commanded by Major Robert Dodge, the base was
manned mos t l y by CAP personne l f rom Oh io , as the re were in

s u f fi c i e n t l o c a l s . T h e r u n w a y w a s n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n a g r a s s

fi e l d w i t h n o p e r m a n e n t l i g h t i n g . T w o - p l a n e , t h r e e - h o u r A S W

p a t r o l s w e r e fl o w n u s i n g o n l y t h o s e a i r c r a f t w i t h g r e a t e r

t h a n 1 2 5 h o r s e p o w e r . D u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , t h e r e w e r e t h r e e

p a t r o l s d a i l y , w h i l e i n s u m m e r f o u r p a t r o l s w e r e fl o w n . B a s e

F o u r t e e n ' s s e c t o r o f o p e r a t i o n s w a s f r o m S t . G e o r g e I s l a n d t o

C h o c t o w a t c h e e B a y a n d u p t o s i x t y m i l e s f r o m s h o r e . D u r i n g

i t s p e r i o d o f o p e r a t i o n s , o n e U - b o a t w a s s i g h t e d b y a n u n a r m e d

c r e w w h o r a d i o e d t h e t a r g e t i n f o r m a t i o n t o B a s e F o u r t e e n .

Subsequent ly, a Navy PBY f rom Pensaco la was d ispatched and
5 2

u l t i m a t e l y s a n k t h e s u b m a r i n e . A t o t a l o f s i x m e n f r o m B a s e

F o u r t e e n w e r e k i l l e d o n o p e r a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s ( n o n e o f t h e

d e a t h s w e r e c o m b a t r e l a t e d ) . I r o n i c a l l y , t h e s e w e r e t h e o n l y

f a t a l i t i e s r e s u l t i n g f r o m o p e r a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s fl o w n f r o m t h e
5 3

fi v e F l o r i d a C A P b a s e s .

C A P B a s e F i v e w a s i n i t i a l l y l o c a t e d a t D a y t o n a B e a c h

A i r p o r t u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f C a p t a i n J . L . G r e s h a m . L i k e
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t he ma jo r i t y o f pe rsonne l who manned th i s base , Gresham was
5 4f r o m t h e l o c a l a r e a . B e c a u s e o f l i m i t e d f u n d i n g f o r t h i s

b a s e , G r e s h a m a n d o t h e r v o l u n t e e r s c o n t r i b u t e d p e r s o n a l f u n d s

a n d s e c u r e d a l o a n f r o m t h e C i t y o f D a y t o n a B e a c h i n o r d e r t o

b u i l d m a k e s h i f t f a c i l i t i e s . R a d i o e q u i p m e n t h a d t o b e
5 5

b o r r o w e d f r o m l o c a l h a m o p e r a t o r s u n t i l f u n d s c a m e l a t e r .

B a s e F i v e w a s a s s i g n e d a p a t r o l s e c t o r t h a t e x t e n d e d f r o m

J a c k s o n v i l l e t o M e l b o u r n e . T y p i c a l l y , t h e r e w e r e t h r e e

m i s s i o n s s c h e d u l e d d a i l y ; a d a w n p a t r o l t o M e l b o u r n e ; a

1300 (1:00 p.m.) mission to Jacksonvi l le; and a 1500 (3:00 p.m.)

m i s s i o n t o M e l b o u r n e . 1 7 0 0 0 H o u r s w e r e fl o w n b y t h e t o t a l

o f t h i r t y - n i n e a i r c r a f t a s s i g n e d , o f w h i c h o n l y t h r e e w e r e

l o s t a t s e a ( t h e a i r c r e w s w e r e r e s c u e d ) . D u r i n g t h e e n t i r e

per iod o f opera t ions , fl igh t opera t ions were cance led due to

poor weather a total of only seven days. Planes from Base
Five made twenty-one attacks on submarines and were reasonably

c e r t a i n o f t w o k i l l s . B a s e F i v e fl i g h t o p e r a t i o n s w e r e

t r a n s f e r r e d t o F l a g l e r B e a c h A i r p o r t e f f e c t i v e 2 8 O c t o b e r ,

1 9 4 2 , a n d r e m a i n e d t h e r e u n t i l t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e C o a s t a l

P a t r o l .

O p e r a t i o n s f r o m C A P B a s e T h r e e a t L a n t a n a , t h e t h i r d

b a s e a c t i v a t e d i n t h e C o a s t a l P a t r o l , w e r e h i g h l i g h t e d b y t w o

i n c i d e n t s o n 5 M a y, 1 9 4 2 . T h e d a w n p a t r o l s i g h t e d a s u r f a c e d

U - b o a t o f f C a p e C a n a v e r a l t h a t a p p a r e n t l y w a s w a i t i n g f o r a n

a p p r o a c h i n g t a n k e r . A f t e r t h e s u b m a r i n e c r a s h - d i v e d , t h e

a i r c r e w d e t e c t e d a n d f o l l o w e d a n o i l s l i c k o n a l i n e b e t w e e n

W
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t h e d i v i n g p o i n t a n d t h e t a n k e r . A N a v y p l a n e t h a t w a s

v e c t o r e d t o t h e a r e a d r o p p e d t w o d e p t h c h a r g e s w h i c h w e r e
5 9l a t e r r e p o r t e d t o h a v e s c o r e d p o s s i b l e h i t s . T h e s e c o n d

i n c i d e n t w a s t h a t o f t h e p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d u n a r m e d C A P

patrol that observed a U-boat run aground near the mouth of
t h e B a n a n a R i v e r ( n e a r C a p e C a n a v e r a l ) . T h e a i r c r e w r a d i o e d

f o r a s s i s t a n c e , b u t t h e U - b o a t m a n a g e d t o f r e e i t s e l f b e f o r e

i t c o u l d b e a t t a c k e d .

I n i t i a l l y l o c a t e d a t M i a m i ' s m u n i c i p a l a i r p o r t , C A P

Base Seven was la te r moved to ou t l y ing Chapman F ie ld because

of increasing Naval A i r act iv i ty. Commanded by Major L. Fale,

fl i e r s f r o m B a s e S e v e n s i g h t e d a t o t a l o f e i g h t U - b o a t s , b u t

w e r e c r e d i t e d w i t h n o s i n k i n g s .

Al though always on the lookout for submarines, av iators

f r o m C AP Ba se Th i r t e e n w e re a ss i g n e d t h e p r i ma ry m i ss i o n o f

a i r - s e a r e s c u e c o o r d i n a t i o n . I n i t i a l l y l o c a t e d a t T a m p a ,

t h e b a s e w a s l a t e r m o v e d t o S a r a s o t a s o a s t o b e m o r e c e n -
6 2

t r a l l y l oca ted i n t he ass igned sec to r o f ope ra t i ons .

U n i t e d S t a t e s C o a s t G u a r d

Regre t fu l l y, de ta i led in fo rmat ion concern ing Coas t Guard
a i rbo rne pa t ro l s flown f rom F lo r i da bases was v i r t ua l l y i n

a c c e s s i b l e . T h e f o l l o w i n g i s a b r i e f s y n o p s i s o f a c t i v i t y .

Regu la r a i r pa t ro l s were fi rs t o rgan ized in 1940 , w i th

m i s s i o n s fl o w n f r o m F l o r i d a b a s e s l o c a t e d a t M i a m i a n d S t .

Petersburg. These Coast Guard missions, tasked with ASW and

W
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c o n v o y e s c o r t p a t r o l s , w e r e g e n e r a l l y a s s i g n e d s e a r c h s e c t o r s

f r o m 1 0 0 t o 2 0 0 m i l e s o f f p r i n c i p a l p o r t s . C o a s t G u a r d

pa t ro l s we re coo rd i na ted by t he Navy ' s A rea Commande r, and

w e r e u l t i m a t e l y c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e c o m m a n d e r o f t h e G u l f S e a
6 "3F r o n t i e r . E a r l y i n t h e w a r , t h e C o a s t G u a r d u s e d t h e

f o l l o w i n g a i r c r a f t f o r A S W p a t r o l s ; t w i n e n g i n e a m p h i b i a n s

( m a x . s p e e d 1 5 0 k t s . ; r a n g e 7 0 0 n m ) ; P H - 2 H a l l F l y i n g B o a t s

( 1 6 0 k t s ; 1 0 0 0 n m ) . T h e C o a s t G u a r d l a t e r t r a n s i t i o n e d t o

the J4F and JRF (bo th Gr i imman amph ib ious a i rc ra f t ) , and ver

s ions o f the Navy 's PBM, PBY, and 052U3. Coast Guard ASW

patrols were terminated in October, 1944, when the submarine
6 4t h r e a t h a d a l l b u t d i s a p p e a r e d .

S u m m a r y

As has been typ ica l th roughout i t s h is to ry, the Un i ted

S t a t e s w a s n o t f u l l y p r e p a r e d w h e n i t e n t e r e d W o r l d Wa r I I .

T h i s i s e x e m p l i fi e d b y t h e g e n e r a l d i s a r r a y o f t h e A S W

organizat ion, and by the length of t ime requi red for the Navy
t o fi n a l l y a s s \ i m e f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r l a n d - b a s e d A S W

pat ro ls . For tunate ly, the Coast Guard and the CAP, fo l lowed

by the AAF, were able to perform the mission of coastal air
bo rne ASW un t i l t he Navy cou ld mus te r enough men and a i r c ra f t

t o d o t h e j o b - I t w a s t h r o u g h t h e j o i n t e f f o r t o f t h e s e

f o u r f o r c e s t h a t F l o r i d a - b a s e d a i r b o r n e A S W u n i t s w e r e a b l e t o

d e t e r a n d fi n a l l y e r a d i c a t e t h e U - b o a t m e n a c e i n t h e G u l f S e a

F r o n t i e r .
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A P P E N D I X 1

NAVAL AIRCRAFT AND AIRSHIPS USED FOR ASW PATROL̂ ^

V P P A T R O L P L A N E S

L o c k h e e d - V e g a P V - 1 " V e n t u r a . " S i x p l a c e ; s p a n 6 5 * 6 " ;
l e n g t h 5 1 ' 9 " ; h e i g h t 1 4 ' 3 " ; t w o 2 0 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y
R - 2 8 0 0 e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 3 1 3 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 5 - . 5 o c a l . fi x e d
m a c h i n e g u n s , 4 - . 5 o c a l fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s , 5 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s .

V P B P A T R O L B O M B E R S

B o e i n g ( C a n a d a ) P B 2 B - 2 " C a t a l i n a . " D u p l i c a t e s C o n s o l i
d a t e d P B Y - 6 A .

C o n s o l i d a t e d P B Y- 1 " C a t a l i n a . " E i g h t p l a c e ; s p a n 1 0 4 * ;
l e n g t h 6 5 ' 2 " ; h e i g h t 1 8 * 6 " ; t w o 9 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y
R - 1 8 3 0 e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 1 9 1 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 2 - . 3 o c a l . a n d
2 - 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s , 4 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r 2 t o r p e d o e s .

P B Y- 5 " C a t a l i n a . " N i n e p l a c e ; s p a n 1 0 4 ' ; l e n g t h 6 4 ' ;
h e i g h t 1 9 ' ; t w o 1 2 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 0 e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 1 9 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 2 - . 3 o c a l . a n d 2 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e
mach ine guns , 4000 l b . bombs o r 2 t o rpedoes .

P B Y - 5 A " C a t a l i n a . " A m p h i b i a n v e r s i o n o f P B Y - 5 .
P B Y- 6 A " C a t a l i n a . " N i n e p l a c e ; s p a n 1 0 4 ' ; l e n g t h 6 5 ' ;

h e i g h t 1 7 ' 11 " ; t w o 1 2 0 0 h . s . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 Q e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 1 9 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 1 0 . 3 o c a l . a n d 3 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e
mach ine guns , 4000 l b . bombs o r 2 t o rpedoes .

P B 2 Y- 3 " C o r o n a d o . " Te n p l a c e ; s p a n 11 5 ' ; l e n g t h 7 9 ' 3 " ;
h e i g h t 2 4 ' 8 " ; f o u r 1 2 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 0 e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 2 3 0 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 8 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s
1 2 , 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r 2 t o r p e d o e s .

P B 2 Y- 5 " C o r o n a d o . " Te n p l a c e ; s p a n 11 5 ' ; l e n g t h 7 9 ' 3 " ;
h e i g h t 2 7 ' 6 " ; f o u r 1 2 0 0 h . s . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 0 e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 2 3 0 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 8 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s ,
1 2 , 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r 2 t o r p e d o e s .

P B 4 Y - 1 " L i b e r a t o r . " E l e v e n p l a c e ; s p a n 1 1 0 ' ; l e n g t h
6 6 ' 4 " ; h e i g h t 1 7 ' 11 " ; f o u r 1 2 0 0 h . s . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 0
e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 2 7 0 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 1 3 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e
m a c h i n e g u n s , 8 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s .

P B 4 Y - 2 " P r i v a t e e r . " E l e v e n p l a c e ; s p a n 1 1 0 ' ; l e n g t h
7 4 ' 7 " ; h e i g h t 3 0 ' 1 " ; f o u r 1 3 5 0 h . s . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 8 3 0
e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 2 3 7 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 1 2 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e
m a c h i n e g u n s , 1 2 , 8 0 0 l b . b o m b s .

L o c k h e e d P B O - 1 " H u d s o n . " F i v e p l a c e ; s p a n 6 5 ' 5 " ; l e n g t h
4 4 ' 5 " ; h e i g h t 11 ' 1 0 " ; t w o 1 2 0 0 h . p . W r i g h t R - 1 8 2 0 e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 2 7 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 7 - . 3 o c a l . fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s ,

V V 1 1 5 0 l b . b o m b s .
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M a r t i n P B M - 3 " M a r i n e r . " S i x p l a c e ; s p a n 1 1 8 ' ; l e n g t h
8 0 ' 1 " ; h e i g h t 2 4 * 5 " ; t w o 1 9 0 0 h . s . W r i g h t R - 2 6 0 0 e n g i n e s ;
s p e e d 2 1 1 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t l - . 3 o c a l . a n d 5 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e
m a c h i n e g u n s , 1 2 , 8 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r 2 t o r p e d o e s . P B M - 5
" M a r i n e r . " N i n e p l a c e ; s p a n 1 1 8 * ; l e n g t h 7 9 ' 1 0 " ; h e i g h t
2 7 ' 6 " ; t w o 2 1 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 2 8 0 0 e n g i n e s ; s p e e d
2 0 0 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 8 - . 5 o c a l . fl e x i b l e m a c h i n e g u n s , 1 2 , 8 0 0
l b . b o m b s o r 2 t o r p e d o e s .

N a v a l A i r c r a f t F a c t o r y P B N - 1 " N o m a d . " D u p l i c a t e s
C o n s o l i d a t e d P B Y - 6 A .

S O , V O S , O R V S O B S E R VAT I O N P L A N E S

C u r t i s s S O C - 3 " S e a g u l l . " Tw o p l a c e ; s p a n 3 6 ' ; l e n g t h
3 1 ' 9 " ; h e i g h t 1 4 ' 1 0 " ; o n e 5 5 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 3 4 0
e n g i n e ; s p e e d 1 6 4 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 1 fi x e d a n d 1 fl e x i b l e
. 3 o c a l . m a c h i n e g u n , 4 7 0 l b . b o m b s .

S C - 1 " S e a h a w k . " O n e p l a c e ; s p a n 4 1 ' ; l e n g t h 3 7 ' 8 " ;
h e i g h t 1 6 " ; o n e 1 3 5 0 h . p . Wr i g h t R - 1 8 2 0 e n g i n e ; s p e e d 3 1 3
m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t 2 0 . 5 o c a l . fi x e d m a c h i n e g u n s , 1 3 0 0 l b . b o m b s .

N a v a l A i r c r a f t F a c t o r y S O N - 1 " S e a g u l l . " D u p l i c a t e s
C u r t i s s S O C - 3 .

OS2N-I "Kingfisher." Duplicates Vought-Sikorsky OS2-U-2.
Vought-Sikorsky OS2-U-2 "Kingfisher." Two place; span^ 35'11"; length 33'7"; height 15'1"; one 450 h.s. Pratt &

Wh i tn e y R -9 8 5 e n g i n e ; sp e e d 1 7 7 m .p .h . ; a rma me n t 1 fixe d a n d
1 fl e s i b l e . 3 o c a l . m a c h i n e g u n , 6 5 0 l b . b o m b s .

Z N P P A T R O L A I R S H I P S ( B L I M P S )

K - 3 c l a s s ( K 3 - 1 3 ) . E i g h t p l a c e ; l e n g t h 2 5 0 ' ; v o l u m e
4 1 5 , 0 0 0 c u b i c f e e t ; t w o 4 0 0 h . p . Wr i g h t R - 9 7 5 e n g i n e s ; s p e e d
6 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t l - . 5 o c a l . m a c h i n e g u n , 1 2 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r
d e p t h c h a r g e s .

K - 1 4 c l a s s ( K - 1 4 - 1 3 5 ) . N i n e p l a c e ; l e n g t h 2 5 1 ' ; v o l u m e
4 2 5 , 0 0 0 c u b i c f e e t ; t w o 6 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 3 4 0
e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 6 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t l - . 5 o c a l . m a c h i n e g u n ,
1 2 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r d e p t h c h a r g e s , K 7 4 a n d 9 4 l o s t .

M - 1 c l a s s ( 1 - 4 ) . T w e l v e p l a c e ; l e n g t h 2 9 4 ' ; v o l u m e
7 2 5 , 0 0 0 c u b i c f e e t ; t w o 6 0 0 h . p . P r a t t & W h i t n e y R - 1 3 4 0
e n g i n e s ; s p e e d 6 5 m . p . h . ; a r m a m e n t l - . 5 o c a l . m a c h i n e g u n ,
2 0 0 0 l b . b o m b s o r d e p t h c h a r g e s .
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S a m u e l E l i o t M o r i s o n , H i s t o r y o f U n i t e d S t a t e s N a v a l
O p e r a t i o n s i n W o r l d V J a r I I ( B o s t o n , 1 9 4 7 ) , I , 4 1 3 .

I b i d ,

' i b i d . 2 0 0 .

B a r b a r a G . G r e e n , T h e H i s t o r y o f C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e
F o u r t e e n ( 1 9 7 9 ) , p . 6 ( f r o m t h e fi l e s o f C O L . L . E . H o p p e r ,
CAP) .

^Morison, p. 207.
^J. R. Mickler (LCDR, USNR), Key West in World War II

( 1 9 4 5 ) , p . 8 6 .
^ Ib id.
^Morison, pp. 206-207.
^Ibid., p. 237-240.
^^Ernest J. King (ADM, USN) and Walter M. Whitehill

(CDR, USNR) , F lee t Admi ra l K ing (New Yo rk , 1952 ) , pp . 452 -
4 5 9 .

^^Morison, p. 242.
^^Ibid., p. 243.
^^King, pp. 464-468.
^^CINCLANTFLT Files (Fleet Air Wing 12), Office of the

C h i e f o f N a v a l O p e r a t i o n s , N a v a l A v i a t i o n H i s t o r y a n d A r c h i v e s
( O P - 0 5 D 2 ) .

^^Ibid.
^^Ibid.
^^Ibid.
^^Morison, I, 250.
^^CINCLANTFLT Files (Fleet Air Ship Wing 2).
20lbid.
^^Mickle, p. 87.
^^Morison, I, 240.
^^Ibid., p. 242.
^^Ibid., p. 226.
^^Ibid., p. 250.
^^CINCLANTFLT Files, Fleet Air Wing, 2.
^^Ibid., Fleet Airship Wing 2.
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^ °M ick l e r, p . 88 .
^^CINCLANTFLT Files, Fleet Air Wing 12.
^°Ibid.
^^Mickler, p. 87.
^^CINCLANTFLT Files. Fleet Airship Wing 2.
^^Mickler, p. 87.
^^Morison, I, p. 242.
^^Ibid., p. 245

E. Hopper (COL, CAP). Coastal Patrol Study Files,
V o l . I I , N o . 1 5 , p . 1 2 .

^^Ibid., No. 17.
^®Ibid., No. 16.
^^Ibid., p. 14.
"^^Elizabeth W. King, "Heroes of Wartime Science and

Mercy," The National Geographic Magazine, Vol. 84, No. 6,
D e c . 1 9 4 3 , p . 7 2 0 .

^^Robert E. Neprud. Flying Minute Men (New York, 1948),
p . 1 0 , 2 3 .

^^Ibid., p. 34.
^^•Ibid., p. 45.
^^Ibid., p. 123.
^^Author's note: Compiled from Jeeps in the Sky, Flying

M i n u t e M e n , a n d C A P C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e T w e n t y - O n e .

^®Robert L. Ten Eyck (LCOL, AAF), Jeeps in the Sky
( N e w Yo r k , 1 9 4 6 ) , p p . 2 7 - 2 8 .
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Operational Summary in COL Hopper * s A Review of Civil Air
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4 8
N e p r u d , p . 4 6 .

A C k
P h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h C O L H o p p e r .

B a r b a r a G . G r e e n , T h e H i s t o r y o f C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e
F o u r t e e n ( 1 9 7 9 ; f r o m t h e C A P F i l e s o f C O L . L . E . H o p p e r ) ,
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^^Ibid.
^^Neprud, p. 120.
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5 8
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5 9
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®^Ibid., p. 39.
®^Ibid., p. 43.
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I b i d .

^^Morison, XV, 113-114.
^^CINCLANTFLT Files.
^^Ibid.
^®Ibid.
^^Ibid.
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^^Ibid.
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